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Allah facilitated for Dabig to interview the brother Abi Samir al-Urduni (the Jordanian), a 


former member of Jawlani's shürà council. He broke off from the Jawlani front until Allah »t 
blessed him by showing him the contradictions in the methodology and policies of the — 
Jawlani front. He also blessed him by allowing him to witness the realization of hakimiyyah - > e 
(tawhid of Allah in judgment) in the land of the Khilafah. He returned to the ranks of the 

Islamic State and the following is the conversation we had with him: = 











Interview with Aba Samir al-Urduni 


Dabiq: What information do you have about the 
Sahwah plot and the role of the Jawlani front in it? 


Aba Samir: Jawlani visited me in the last days of 
December 2013 and informed me that he had 
been in a meeting with the “Islamic Front” and 
its battalions including “Liw? at-Tawhid” and 
also some of the battalions that belong to the 
Free Syrian Army. He informed me that they had 
decided to fight the Islamic State. I said to him, 
“Why were you invited to this meeting?” He said, 
“For the issue to be proposed and discussed with 
me, because I am one of the sides in the arena and 
close to the Islamic State.” I said to him, “What was 
your response?” He said, “I told them I would cover 
the fronts against the regime.” I said, “Then that is 
your role!” He said to me, “How can you say I have 
a role to play?” So I said to him, “You are going to 
cover some of the battlefronts that these factions 
now hold in order for them to withdraw and then 
gather in larger numbers against the Islamic State.” 
This is really what happened afterwards and that 
was approximately 10 days after this meeting with 
Jawlani on 3 January 2014.! 


In fact, I even heard Ahmad Zakkür, one of the 
leaders of “Jabhat an-Nusrah,” calling Jawlani on 
the walkie-talkie when he had disappeared from 
sight after the fighting between the Islamic State 
and the factions including the Free Syrian Army 
had begun. Zakkür said to him, “We have to help 
our brothers from the factions present in the arena 
and stop the oppression of the Islamic State and 
fight against it." 


This is in addition to other events I myself witnessed. 
When for example, some of the leadership of 
"Jabhat an-Nusrah" supported the Free Syrian 
Army with weapons and helped them in fighting 
against the Islamic State in some regions, as was 
the case of Hammawdah and Abü Dharr at-Tünusi 
in the western part of Halab. [Hammawdah is the 
Jawlani front’s top leader of that region]. 

1 Editor’s Note: Jawlani had foreknowledge of the plot and kept it hidden from the Islamic 
State. Rather he took part in the planning and execution of the plot, a plot which almost 


destroyed the mission of jihad in Sham and by which the pure blood of the muhajirin and 
ansar was poured. Then some dare to claim that his front did not partake in the Sahwah! 


The same thing in Idlib, in that Aba Sulayman 
the Australian prevented the soldiers of “Jabhat 
an-Nusrah” from helping the Islamic State when 
the Free Syrian Army planned to attack the State’s 
training camp there while it was possible for 
them to help the Islamic State. So I sent for Abū 
Sulayman the Australian and said to him, "You are 
able to place detachments to prevent the Free Syrian 
Army's advance towards the training camp.” I was 
surprised the next day that the Free Syrian Army 
had entered the training camp after surrounding it 
and cutting off reinforcement lines, and had fought 
the soldiers of the Islamic State inside. This was 
the beginning of my suspicion that there was an 
internal plot between the Free Syrian Army and 
“Jabhat an-Nusrah.” 


Dabiq: When did you decide to distance yourself 


from the events that were occurring? 


Abü Samir: After my examination and following of 
the events, I felt that there was a plot being carried 
out against the Islamic State with the participation 
of "Jabhat an-Nusrah." So I decided to keep myself 
distant and move to the south. On my way, I 
gathered much evidence for this conclusion. From 
it is that I met Abu ‘Abbas ad-Darir, who was the 
leader of “Jabhat an-Nusrah” for the region of ar- 
Raqqah. I met him in the area of Albükamal and 
asked him about the reason for his fighting the 
Islamic State in ar-Raqqah. He mentioned to me 
the whole story of how he and Ahrar ash-Sham had 
agreed with many of the battalions including those 


of Abū ‘Isa ar-Raqqah (Liwa Thuwwar ar-Raqqah) 


Abu Sulayman the Australian, 
an ally of the FSA 
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that had pledged allegiance to “Jabhat an-Nusrah.” 
Aba ‘Isa and his fighters are now present with the 
PKK in ‘Ayn al-Islam to fight against the Islamic 
State. Abü Abbas ad-Darir said to me, “We planned 
to fight the Islamic State.” And when I asked him 
about the reason he said, “Because they killed Abt 
Sad al-Hadrami.” He tried to portray the matter as 
if it was a reaction from him for the killing of al- 
Hadrami.? 


I said to him, “Why did you choose this timing 
in particular with the beginning of the fighting 
between the Islamic State and the Free Syrian Army 
as well as with all of the other battalions present 
in the arena, whether in Idlib, Halab, Latakia, and 
Hamah?” He said, “We made plans with them and 
took advantage of the state's politics to fight against 


32) 


It. 


Dābiq: What was the stance of the soldiers in the 
Jawlani front at the beginning of the fighting with 
the Islamic State? And was it different from the 
stance of Jawlàni and those close to him? 
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Aba Samir: Abt ‘Abbas ad-Darir mentioned to 
me an incident that makes this apparent. He went 
to al-Khayr to find the reason for Aba Mariyah’s 
delay in sending reinforcements to fight the Islamic 


2 Editor's Note: Abt Sad al-Hadrami was a Syrian man who obtained some secret informa- 
tion about one ofthe important departments of the Islamic State inside Wilayat ar-Raqqah. 
He took this information and gave it to some factions belonging to the Free Syrian Army 
and Syrian National Coalition as a "friendly gesture" to convince them into joining the 
Jawlani front. When the Islamic State found out about the matter, they arrested him. Then 
the Sharrah Court examined his case and ruled that this and other deeds of his were a form 
of helping the kuffar against the Muslims. He was killed accordingly. Keep in mind that the 
soldiers of al-Hadrami - Abü 'Isà ar-Raqqah and his faction (Liwà Thuwwaàr ar-Raqqah) - 
are now with the atheist Kurds and Crusaders to fight against the Khilafah in ‘Ayn al-Islam. 


INTERVIEW 





State, as Abu Mariyah had promised him hundreds 
of fighters and convoys after convoys — or so he 
claimed — to fight the Islamic State in ar-Raqqah. 
When counting the youths that al-Harari had 
gathered for this, it became clear that they were only 
sixty individuals. So Abt ‘Abbas set out with them 
to fight the Islamic State and on the way something 
happened that ruined this. One of the soldiers saw 
a signboard that had drawn on it the flag of the 
Islamic State. So he shouted, “The Islamic State 
will remain!” So Abt ‘Abbas stopped the convoy 
and said to the soldier, “What are you saying?” He 
said, “The Islamic State will remain. These are our 
brothers.” He said to him “Do you not know where 
you are going?” He said “I dont know.” He said 
“How do you not know? You are going to fight the 
Islamic State. Did Aba Mariyah not tell you this?” 
The soldiers said, “We do not want to fight the 
Islamic State and we dont agree with fighting it. 
They told us that we were going for ribàt at the 17^ 
division." This incident clearly confirmed to me 
the deception of the Jabhah in the eastern region 
of Abü Mariyah even on its soldiers to facilitate the 
plot and war against the Islamic State.? 


Dabiq: What was the stance at the time of the 
rest of the soldiers belonging to the factions that 
fought the Islamic State? Were they convinced then 
in fighting the Islamic State in the same way their 
leaders were? 


Abü Samir: Most of the soldiers of the "Islamic" 
factions that fought the Islamic State at the time 
did not approve the war against it. I remember a 
situation that makes this clear. Jawlani said to me 
that Ahrar ash-Sham had formed what was called 
"Ihe Crisis Cell" and that it was made up of Abu 
Ali Taybah, Abü Zayd ash-Shar'i, Abu Jamil Qutb, 
Abü Anas Saraqib, and Abul-Khayr. I may have 
made a mistake with one of the names but four of 
them I am certain of. This “crisis cell” came and 
met Jawlani. I said to him, “What was the reason 
for them meeting you?” He said, “They came to 
convince me of the kufr of the Islamic State and that 
it is an organization working for Iran implementing 


3 Editor’s Note: This was during the beginning of the Sahwah. But after those who had a 
mustard seed of good in their hearts from amongst their soldiers left them and joined the 
ranks of the Islamic State, no one remained from their soldiers except those whose hearts 
soaked up the calf of irja and hizbiyyah even having wala’ towards the apostates against 
the Muslims! 


the politics of the Rafidah in Sham. And that they 
are a part of an Iranian plot.” Jawlani claimed 
that he discussed this with them and said, “This is 
not logical.” But they were insistent and wanted, 
through this fatwa, to convince their soldiers into 
fighting the Islamic State as most of their soldiers 
were not convinced in fighting the Islamic State, as 
most of their soldiers at the time did not agree with 
the war against the Islamic State and had rejected 
such a mission. Their leaders were searching for a 
pretext to convince them of fighting the Islamic 
State, so they strived to pass the ruling of kufr on 
the Islamic State and named it "political takfir."* 


Dabiq: Some people still think that the agreement 
of these factions upon fighting the Islamic State was 
a "coincidence." Is this correct? 


Aba Samir: This is not correct. This mad 
mobilization did not come as a coincidence. I 
know through my experience in the field that Free 
Syrian Army, other battalions, and even “Jabhat 
an-Nusrah,” when they want to perform military 
action, even if it is confined, then it requires from 
them days and meetings to plan it out, formalize 
it, and agree upon the roles of each member in the 
matter. As for something to happen as a coincidence 
in a day and a night as they claimed and said and as 
al-Muhaysini claimed, then it is not correct. Rather 
reality affirms that the events occurred through both 
direct and indirect cooperation amongst the West, 
the Free Syrian Army, and the various factions. It is 
not possible for all of the groups to join together at 
the same time and the same date against the Islamic 
State in this way. 


Dābiq: Did you see a specific mission that the 
Jawlani front was trying to achieve? 


Aba Samir: The factions’ mission in Sham is nothing 
but a distortion of the meaning of hakimiyyah and 


4 Editors Note: When the ranks became distinct from each other and the muhajirin and 
ansar cooperated to implement the Shariah and the deviants and the hypocrites coope- 
rated to fight those who ruled by the Sharrah, many of the soldiers of the “Islamic Front” 
awoke and rushed to give bay’ah to the Islamic State. As for the case now, then the con- 
dition of the soldiers of the “Islamic Front” is not different than that of the Jawlani front. 
They compete to fight the Islamic State in defense of the other factions like their own who 
have resisted the Sharrah and entered the Sahwah Coalition. Also, this is from the many 
treacheries of Jawlani. Instead of disavowing them after they proposed this fabrication to 
him, he told them their claim was not logical and would not be believed by the soldiers. 
Worse yet, he waged war against the Islamic State in cooperation with their “Islamic” front! 


this is the fitnah of the era. Allah’s law is not just a 
building called a “court”! The laws of Allah and His 
Shari'ah are more vast and more comprehensive 
than this. The meaning of Allah's Sharr'ah now has 
been distorted and restricted to the domain of the 
courts and arbitration committees. Through this, 
the people are being misled into believing that the 
law of Allah is here. Rather the law of Allah will not 
be except with a state and an amir who enforces the 
law of Allah upon the people and leads them with 
the Sharr'ah.? 
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Announcing the formation of 
the Nationalist “Islamic Front” 
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I can still remember when the biggest moderate 
"Islamic" brigades in Syria announced the formation 
of what is called the “Islamic Front.” When I asked 
Jawlani, “If you rejected the mission of the Islamic 
State and its means of ruling by Allah’s law upon the 
Earth and subjugating the people to it, then why do 
you not join the ‘Islamic Front’ and Dhawahiri’s 
project?” He said, “I know the arena better than 
Dr. Ayman and we are not pleased with the politics 
and methodology of the ‘Islamic Front.’ Because of 
that, we informed Dr. Ayman that we will never 


5 Editor’s Note: Similar to the shubhah of courts and committees is the shubhah of press 
statements and organization names. For example, the Shamiyyah Front pronounced the 
word of kufr through the head of its political and media office, Zakariyya Malahifji at the 
convention for the opposition in Turkey. (We quoted his speech in the 2" part of the “Al- 
lies of al-Q@idah in Sham” series, in issue #8 of Dabiq.) But then it announces in its press 
statements the claim of judging by the Shariah and working to establish a Shariah state. 
But the clauses of its “shar’i” committee are explicit in tolerating all Syrian sects without 
exception. So what according to these people is the fate of the Nusayriyyah, the Druze, the 
Rafidah and the Isma'liyyah except for nationalist brotherhood? Likewise is the case of 
loose titles in Sham such as “Ansar ash-Sharrah;" they have not applied the Shariah nor 
have they shown hostility to any enemy for the religion’s sake, except for the enemies of 
the “revolution.” As for those others resisting the Shariah, then they are their allies. They 
blow themselves up in order for the likes of “Faylaq ash-Sham” to expand and consolidate, 
the latter of which has proclaimed its total allegiance to Salman Al Salil. Thus, they made 
for the taghat Salman a foothold in Sham, whether they know it or not. The problem with 
them is that they allege adherence to the Sharrah but do not enforce its laws like collecting 
zakah, enforcing jizyah, making the apostates repent, and establishing the hudüd, despite 
their ability to do so in the regions of Idblib and its countryside. 
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Ayman adh-Dhawahiri, a leader 
with no real authority 





join them.” So I told him, “Through this you are 
announcing a third project in the arena, so what 
is it? You are not pleased with the Islamic State’s 
mission and the enforcement of Allah’s rule on the 
Earth by force, nor are you pleased with the project 
of popular support and joining the popular base in 
the lands and in the arena amongst the factions. So 
what is this third project of yours?” He went silent 
and I did not get any reply from him. But then he 
said, “We will try to reform the popular support 
until it is one of sound methodology and proper 
political orientation.” 


It was at that time that Dhawahiri dispatched three 
letters, two for Ahrar ash-Sham addressed to Abu 
Khalid as-Suri and one to Jawlani. The content of the 
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Abü Khalid -a5-Suri, a former leader of the 
nationalist “| i 





INTERVIEW 


letter was that Dhawahiri called “Jabhat an-Nusrah” 
to join the “Islamic Front” and that he condemned 
the delay in joining this congregation. Thereupon 
I asked him about his reply, so he said, “I will not 
agree to this except with conditions." I said to him, 
“What are they?” He said, “That Zahran ‘Allūsh 
and ‘Jaysh al-Islam’ leave this formation®.” I said to 
him, “What else?” He said that the ‘Islamic Front’ 
had a structure consisting of a general director, a 
shari supervisor, and an external political official 
who spoke in its name, who was Abū ‘Abdillah 
al-Hamwi. He did not want there to be a single 
official to receive foreign delegations, but instead 
insisted on three persons. So I told him, “Do you 
accept to meet politicians from the tawaghit?” He 
replied, “Yes, what is wrong with that?” And he 
said, “Did you not witness and hear of the Taliban 
sitting with Pakistan and Qatar and that it opened 
an office in Qatar?” He wanted to quote the Taliban 
and their deeds so that he may subsequently do the 
same, especially after Dhawahiri’s proclamation of 
him having a bay’ah to Mulla “Umar. He basically 
implied that if “our amir” did this, then why can’t 
we do the same? 


Dabiq: So what is the path on which the Jawlani 


front treads now? 


Aba Samir: The reality is that "Jabhat an-Nusrah" 
does not have a specific path or project with clear 
features. Because of this and in the shadow of these 
wicked global designs and the plot against the correct 
methodology as well as its followers and the attempt 
to lure and accommodate all the other orientations, 
we find today that "Jabhat an-Nusrah" effectively 
joined that wicked mission and immersed itself in 
it. Ihe methodological infiltration of “Jabhat an- 
Nusrah” pushed it to surrender to regional politics 
and not have clarity and steadfastness in any of 
its stances while being in a shadow that scattered 
the administrative organization and blundered its 
planning. So the internal and external forces have 


thereby manipulated the “Jabhah.” 


From the clearly floppy images of “Jabhat an- 


6 Editor’s Note: Jawlani discredits Zahran Alloush as well as “Jaysh al-Islam” and considers 
their presence in the “Islamic Front” a hindrance to his joining it but then he allies himself 
with the “Islamic Front” against the Islamic State despite the presence of Zahran Alloush 
and his army! 


Nusrah” is that they condemn the actions of the 
Islamic State and then reality forces them to act 
exactly the same way because there is no other 
way leading to consolidation than the one the 
Islamic State treads on. Likewise are their stances 
concerning the factions which they take as allies. 
For example, while condemning the Islamic State 
for pronouncing takfir upon the “Islamic Front,” 
the shari official Abi Muhammad (Abū ‘Abdillah 
ash-Shami) had before described the “Islamic 
Front” as being the “Future Hamas” (referring 
to the deviant methodology of Hamas and their 
ruling by manmade laws). And he is from the most 
knowledgeable people concerning their condition. 
This is because he used to be one of them and 
because three of his brothers are leaders in Ahrar 
ash-Sham, amongst them is his brother Abul-Khayr 
who was the deputy of Aba ‘Abdillah al-Hamwi 
and who was killed together with him in the 
famous explosion. And he used to describe them 
as the “Future Hamas”! Jawlani himself told me, 
“Ahrar ash-Sham are the Sahwat of the future, but 
the Islamic State rushed too quickly into fighting 
them" 





I had once also asked Jawlani about the Free Syrian 
Army after the “Jabhah” treated their wealth and 
weapons as halal in Idlib, “Are you making takfir of 
them?” He replied, “Yes.” I was not astonished at 
all, since we would all make takfir of the murtadd 
Free Syrian Army in his gatherings. I told him, 
“Why is it then, that you condemn the Islamic State 
for its policies and how the Islamic State handled 


7 Editor’s Note: Ahrar ash-Sham were “the Sahwat of the future,” but he cooperated with 
them against the Islamic State! 

8 Editor’s Note: This is from the betrayals of Jawlani. He makes takfir of the Free Syrian 
Army but gathers with the factions including the Free Syrian Army to plan betrayal and 
war against the Islamic State! Then he and his senior leaders - such as Ahmad Zakkür, Abü 
Mariyah al-Harari, Hammawdah and others - cooperate with the apostate Free Syrian 
Army against the Islamic State! 


Hayyani, Jazarah, and the rest of the FSA brigades? 
The other day you condemned it and claimed that 
this policy is the reason for the fitnah and the war 
of the factions in Halab, Idlib, Hamah as well as 
Latakia and today you yourselves are doing the 
same thing.” 


Despite all these discussions occurring amongst the 
leaders, their reality opposes these statements of 
theirs that they do not announce. This is only due 
to their ambiguity, hesitation, and compromise, 
until the slogans of "Jabhat an-Nusrah" in the arena 
became superficial and inconsistent having no true 
meaning. 


Where is the responsibility of dawah, clarification 
of truth, and manifesting it amongst the people? 
Are we not supposed to call the people to the correct 
creed and to liberate the Earth from the reign of 
tawaghit? Isnt the liberation of the hearts and the 
liberation of the people from shirk our obligation 
rather than deluding, using, and exploiting them 
for purposes and interests all so that we can 
compromise! This, by misguiding them and being 
silent about the falsehood they are upon and with 
flattery! “Jabhat an-Nusrah” thinks that the result 
of this policy is that they control the different sides 
in the arena of Sham but the days will prove the 
opposite. Ihe precursors of these matters might 
already have appeared clearly by the announcement 
of "Jaysh al-Fath" and likewise by the Jabhahs 
melting and vanishing in eastern Ghütah and south 
of the capital. The events of Afghanistan after the 
end of the war against the Russians are not hidden 
from anybody who possesses insight and reason. 


Dabiq: Did anyone share the views you held? Is 
there anyone over there who reached the same 
conclusion? 


Abu Samir: Yes, certainly and I will tell you what 
I saw before making hijrah to the Islamic State. 
When I had left the Jawlani front and then followed 
up on the events, I was resolved to return to the 
ranks of the Islamic State because of what I had seen 
and heard and because I am a son of the Islamic 
State. At that point, I went to address two persons, 
in order to disavow myself unto Allah & and to 
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convey my witness account and what I myself 
experienced after I had left the Jawlani front. I went 
to meet two advisors and leaders of “Jabhat an- 
Nusrah." One of them - as is well-known amongst 
“Jabhat an-Nusrah" - is the delegate of Ayman adh- 
Dhawahiri. He is the one who speaks and transmits 
to Dhawahiri the course of events in the Shami 
arena. When I sat down with him in a meeting that 
took about 10 hours, I explained to him the history 
and deeds of Jawlani, the shürà council, and my 
opinion about the arena. 


He said to me, “Well, my respected brother, we know 
more than what you have said and we have gathered 
more of these grave matters than you.” So I was 
shocked! He said, “Yes, I have with me more than 
what you mentioned.” I told him, “Subhanallah! 
On Judgment Day, this will be a proof against you! 
Well, these words that you say, what must you do 
concerning them? I have with me history, facts, and 
stories that took place between me and Jawlani, his 
shura council, the arena, and my opinion on it, and 
have made a decision and settled my affair while 
you are saying that you know more of it than me, so 
what do think you should do?" He said, "Currently 
we are a reconciliatory board, we proceed to fix the 
matters you mentioned and we work on reforming 
this body.” I told him, “Subhanallah! Is this a ‘coat 
hanger on which you hang your stance? Because I 
believe that a reformer should no doubt have a time 
frame or multi-stage project on which he bases that 
there will be reform or change. So do you see any 
change? Do you see yourself as able to bring about 
change?" 

What had made me more intense was him 
mentioning to me the story of the announcement 
of the "emirate" that Jawlani made in his famous 
speech in Idlib. He did not consult with anyone 
in the first place, neither with Dhawahiri’s delegate 
nor with those whom he trusts of those present 
with him. Jawlani had called both Dhawahiri’s 
delegate and al-Muhaysini to be present for this 
speech which he was going to read and mention in 
it “something great”! They did not know what this 
great thing was and Dhawahiri’s delegate told me 
word for word, “Jawlani wanted to take advantage 
of me and make me read a speech in which I spoke 


INTERVIEW 


of establishing an emirate and the like.” Then he 
said, “I was surprised by this because he had not 
consulted me and had not spoken to me about 
this topic before.” But al-Muhaysini, who is not a 
member of “Jabhat an-Nusrah,” nor does he have a 
bay’ah to “Jabhat an-Nusrah” in the first place, went 
to speak and make a speech that was accompanied 
by intense enthusiasm and shouts of takbir due to 
the proclamation of their alleged “Islamic emirate.” 


I told him, “How can you say that you are a part of 
reform and that you will proceed to reform, while 
you are not even consulted on this great matter?! 
How will you bring about change with this denial 
of your very presence?” He said, “Allah’s help is 
sought, we are trying to bring about reform.” He 
said this with a tone of submission and defeat. So 
I told him, “My noble brother, I ask you for the 
sake of Allah; why dont you notify Dhawahiri and 
inform him of this reality?” He replied, “Who said 


that I have not informed him?" 


Then I said, “Allahu akbar! What was his 
response?” Then he acknowledged to me that 
Dhawahiri “does not have the power to do 
anything”! Thereupon I made takbir, prostrated 
to Allah in gratitude, and said, “Subhanallah, if 
Dhawahiri has no control, then what kind of an 
organization is he leading! All praise belongs to 
Allah, the Lord of the creation! I am innocent of 
an organization whose leadership has no control 
over it!” Thus my conviction in my abandonment 
of the “Jabhah” increased. It is nothing more than 
a bunch of gang neighborhoods. Every leader has 
his own neighborhood. And this is the testimony 


of Ayman Dhawahir's delegate to me.’ 


Dabiq: To conclude, we ask Allah to make this 
testimony something that guides those who 
remained in the Sahwah Coalition towards sincere 
repentance and to make this testimony in your scale 


of good deeds. May Allah reward you with good. 


9 Editors Note: As for the second man whose story the brother mentioned, then he also 
was a member of Jawlanis shürà council; he repented from what he was upon before and 
joined the Islamic State. He pronounced takfir upon Jawlani for a number of matters that 
he himself witnessed before leaving him. In addition, he mentioned that Jawlàni proposed 
in front of him a plan to attack the city of ar-Raqqah from the direction of al-Badiyah in 
simultaneity with the beginning of the crusader campaign against the Islamic State in order 
to exploit the Islamic States preoccupation with the new war! 


